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More than the Score: Kennedy wins Wisconsin PGA award

BY JIM LEITNER TH sports editor
Feb 25, 2024

The Wisconsin Section of the Professional Golfers’ Association of America

will honor a Southwest Wisconsin Technical College instructor at its annual

awards banquet this week.

Scott Kennedy, a golf course management instructor from East Dubuque,

Ill., will receive the PGA Professional Development Award during the

organization’s banquet Wednesday in Wisconsin Dells. The award is

designed to give special recognition to an individual PGA professional for

outstanding and continuing contributions to professional education.

Kennedy also won the award in 2004, 2014 and 2024.

“The award recognizes the fact that we have over 40 PGA professionals

across the country who have been through the Golf Course Management

program and that is a significant milestone,” Kennedy said. “I simply look at

it as recognition for a job well done, but most of the real work is done by our

graduates who have paid attention and gone on to do great things. Our

students/interns work for great professionals who pass their knowledge and

experience on to them. I just act as a conduit and facilitator to keep the

process moving.”
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Kennedy started in the golf industry in the spring of 1989 and became a

Class A PGA Member in 1993. He has been a part of the Golf Course

Management program on campus since its inception and was part of the

DACUM committee that helped develop the curriculum.

Work on the program began in 1998 and Kennedy began teaching in 1999.

Scott Kennedy
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“Once again our committee was blown away by the quality of applicants we

received,” said Jeff Ellingson, former WPGA president and committee chair.

“Every award was very competitive, with several deserving candidates in

each category. This year’s class of winners is a perfect representation of

what Wisconsin PGA Golf Professionals bring to the game day in and day

out.”

The Wisconsin PGA awards are supported by the Wisconsin Golf Sales

Association and PGA National Resort and Spa in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.

IHSSN BROADCASTING IOWA STATE HOOPS
The Iowa High School Sports Network will broadcast all 28 games from the

Iowa High School Athletic Association state basketball tournament, which

takes place March 4-8 at Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines.

IHSSN will broadcast the quarterfinals and semifinals on Mediacom Ch. 22,

with the championship games scheduled for Cedar Rapids-based KFXA and

Davenport-based WQAD.

MAQUOKETA MAT OFFICIAL HONORED AT STATE
The IHSAA inducted Maquoketa native Chris Meinecke into its wrestling

officials Hall of Fame during the state tournament earlier this month.

Meinecke has made 19 state tournament appearances in the circle,

including nine finals rounds. He started officiating as a volunteer when his

sons joined the local wrestling club, and he blossomed into a key mentor

and recruiter in Eastern Iowa for officiating and the Iowa Wrestling Coaches

& Officials Association.

Meinecke has worked football for 27 years and made 19 postseason

appearances for the IHSAA, bolstered by 17 seasons and numerous

postseasons in the NCAA Division III level. Meinecke has operated an

insurance agency since 1985 in Maquoketa, where he and his wife Vicki

have four adult children and 11 grandchildren.
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